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Episcopal Diocese of Rochester

The Standing Committee 

23 March 2016

Attendance: Michael Hartney, Sarah Peters, Richard Hamlin, Christopher Moore, Lois Giess, Virginia Mazzarella, Lesley Adams, Marino Fernandez.  Bishop Singh attended the entire meeting. 

Guests for a portion of the meeting: Philip Fileri, Esq., Diocesan Chancellor; Todd Rubiano, Chief Financial Officer of the Diocese; Troy Preston, Candidate for ordination to the Transitional Diaconate  

The meeting convened at 4 pm.

The opening Prayer, based on the Solemn Collects for Good Friday, was led by Michael.  The President offered a chance for reflection on the prayers. 

The President welcomed Marino Fernandez as a member of the Standing Committee, filling a lay vacancy on the committee until the November Diocesan Convention. 

The agenda was considered and amendments were offered. It was moved to accept the agenda as amended. MSP

The Minutes of February 24, 2016, were accepted.  MSP

The Consent to elect a Bishop Suffragan for the Diocese of West Texas was made.  MSP

The Consent to the election of the Bishop Diocesan of the Diocese of Northern Indiana was made.  MSP

The Chancellor was invited to join our meeting for a discussion of the Behavioral Covenants which we have adopted.  He reviewed the role of the Standing Committee as a council of advice to the Bishop and other​​​ matters and he responded to our questions. 

Troy Preston was invited to join our meeting prior to our certification for his ordination to the Transitional Diaconate to share with the committee his journey towards his ordination.  After his presentation a motion to certify Troy Preston for ordination the Transitional Diaconate was made.  MSP

Todd Rubiano was invited to join our meeting to update the committee on the Trustee's conversation regarding the Diocesan House and its future use.  

Postulants for Candidacy were considered: Michael Laver and Padraic Collins-Bohrer .                                                                                                                                    After discussion, a motion to approve Michael Laver to be a Candidate for ordination was made. MSP                                                                                             After discussion, a motion to approve Pagdraic Collins-Bohrer to be a Candidate for ordination was made.  MSP

The Behavioral Covenant's dissemination was discussed.  It will be considered at the April meeting.

The Bishop report included: a) Cameron Miller is now canonically resident in the Diocese now and is serving at Trinity Geneva; b) a planning group is preparing for the Presiding Bishop's visit in November; c) information regarding "Looking for the Face of God" has been sent to congregations; d) the House of Bishops meeting in Texas was collegial and collaborative; e) the mind of the House of Bishops letter was succinct and very good (a copy was distributed); f) a search committee, of nine persons representing various constituencies of the diocese, for the Canon to the Ordinary is in place, Richard Hamlin has been appointed representing the Standing Committee; g) the ordination of Troy Preston will be April 1st at the Church of the Redeemer in Addison; h) Youth retreat, "ROC the Diocese", is coming together nicely; i) installation of a new Rector at Clifton Springs, Andrew VanBuren will be held soon; j) Michael Hartney in Schuyler County will retire April 30th; k) Deborah Duguid-May is now canonically resident and will be installed as Rector at Trinity Greece; l) Saint Peter's Dansville and Trinity Canaseraga are receiving the bishop's pastoral care; m) Zion Avon's leadership  is engaged in conversation with the Bishop; n) Diocesan Council is meeting at different congregations throughout the Diocese; o) Susan Woodhouse, secretary of the Convention, will retire after the November convention; p) Transitions: Two Saints has candidates for Rector, Saint Thomas Rochester, Saint John's Catharine and Saint James' Watkins Glen are working on their profiles; q) the bishop is exploring a facilitator for next year's clergy retreat; r) an Evensong is planned at Saint Mark's & Saint John's Rochester to celebrate Canon Cicora's ministry; s) a diocesan leadership event is being considered by the bishop. 

Prayer Concerns: 
Virginia: her God son, Michael

Bishop: Canon Cicora in her transition; Marti for health issues

The meeting wa​​s closed with prayer by Lois.  

The meeting adjourned at 6.02 pm.

