Episcopal Diocese of Rochester

The Standing Committee

27 January 2016

Attendance: Michael Hartney, Lesley Adams (via Skype), Sarah Peters, Richard Hamlin, Christopher Moore, Lois Giess, Virginia Mazzarella                                      Bishop Singh attended the entire meeting.   

The meeting convened at 4:04 pm.

The opening Prayer was offered by Sarah Peters.

The agenda was moved as amended to include an update on staffing.  MSP 

Approval of the minutes of October 28, 2015 and December 9, 2015.  MSP      They will be posted on the Diocesan website.

Holy Week meeting.  It was decided to keep the March 23rd date as scheduled. 

Bishop’s Staff.  Canon Cicora informed the Bishop after the new year that she will resign soon to accept a call to work with the Rural Migrant Ministry.  The Bishop is reflecting and pausing for a position evaluation before moving forward.  There are four areas of Canon Cicora’s job currently: Congregational Development, Missional Development, Transitions in clergy leadership, and Canon to the Ordinary.  He intends to form a Search Committee with representation from Diocesan elected bodies, including the Standing Committee.  Canon Cicora will resign March 31.  A celebration of her ministry will be planned during Eastertide.

Bishop’s Pastoral Matters. 1) He has continued outreach to a clergyperson regarding a pastoral matter.  It has not yielded any forward movement to date.  2) The Clergy Retreat at Stella Niagara was well attended by more than 36 clergy, including most parochial clergy.  The retreat was led by Reneé Miller of the CREDO faculty.  3) He announced recent Canonical transfers: Jay Burkhardt, Rick Hamlin, Leslie Burkhardt, and Jimme Sue Deppe.  4) He commented on the recent Primates Meeting Communiqué that it was not new territory for The Episcopal Church and that the Anglican Communion is not about structure.

Lay vacancy on the Standing Committee.  No person has yet been nominated.  Names are to be submitted to Chris by Friday, February 12.  Pending consent from the Bishop we anticipate voting on a replacement at our February meeting and to seat the new member immediately.

Reconciliation Process.  This will be a busy week.  Friday: All members of the Standing Committee (Leslie is excused) intend to attend the meeting with the Advocates at 1 pm.  This is a meeting with the Advocates and the Bishop to which the Standing Committee is attending and listening. The purpose is to get to a place of “genuine openness, kindness, and recognition that differences do exist.”  Bishop Burnett will be present as an active listener.  Chris will chair the meeting and facilitate as necessary.     Bishops Burnett and Singh and Chris have conferred about the meeting’s structure.  The meeting is scheduled for 1.5 hours:  30-40 minutes for the Advocates’ presentation; 20-30 minutes for Bishop Singh’s response; and the remainder of the time for conversation.  Saturday: The Standing Committee will meet all day with Bishops Burnett and Singh beginning at 9 am.  The first order of business will be to discuss Friday’s meeting with the Advocates.  The rest of the day will be devoted to the drafting of Behavioral Covenants between the Standing Committee and the Bishop.  Leslie has circulated a draft of Behavioral Covenants that will be considered.    

Prayer Requests

Chris – a friend died quite suddenly, 60 y.o.                                                                             Lois – prayers for a family after a death                                                                                           Sarah – miraculous end to Fr. Peters’ sciatic pain                                                    Lesley – safe return to the USA                                                                                              Virginia – picking up daughter at College for a visit                                                                                               Bishop Prince – continued recovery for the Presiding Bishop   

Closing prayer by Rick Hamlin.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:22 pm



