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The Episcopal Diocese of Rochester

The Standing Committee

28 September 2016

Attendance: Michael Hartney, Richard Hamlin, Lois Giess, Virginia Mazzarella, Sarah Peters, Lesley Adams                                                           Bishop Singh attended by conference call                                                           Absent: Christopher Moore, Marino Fernandez                                                                             Guest: Canon Johnnie Ross (attended a portion of the meeting)

The meeting convened at 4.04 p.m.                                                                                  In the absence of the President, the Secretary, Michael Hartney, chaired the meeting.

The opening Prayer was offered by Sarah.  

The agenda was approved as distributed. Moved (Lois)/Seconded (Sarah) Passed.

Minutes of August 24, 2016, were approved.  Moved (Sarah)/Seconded (Rick) Passed.                                                                                                         They will be posted on the Diocesan website. 

The Minutes of the Special Meeting September 24, 2016, were approved. Moved (Virginia)/Seconded (Lois) Passed.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               They will be posted on the Diocesan website.

Consent to the Election of DeDe Duncan-Probe as Bishop Diocesan of the Diocese of Central New York.  Moved (Leslie)/Seconded (Sarah) Passed.

A discussion was held regarding the Ordination Canons and the process as it relates to the Commission on Ministry and the Standing Committee.  Richard will share his summary of the canonical requirements with the COM chair and Christopher for further discussion and action.

Standing Committee members who interviewed Postulant Patricia Blaine (September 24th) for Candidacy for Ordination to the Diaconate shared their impressions.

Standing Committee members who will be elected at the November Diocesan Convention will receive: 1) Minutes and Agendas from November 2015 through September 2016; 2) access to the Standing Committee Dropbox; and, 3) a copy of the Behavioral Covenant.  The election of 2016-2017 officers will take place immediately after adjournment of the Convention.  It was agreed that an informal gathering of the Standing Committee, over dinner, would be beneficial prior to the November 2016 meeting.  The gathering would provide us with time for some orientation and opportunity to build relationships.  It was agreed to ask Christopher to arrange the date.

The November and December 2016 meeting dates were changed.  They will be November 30, 2016, and December 21, 2016.  

The Bishop presented his written report.  He highlighted several items: a) Troy Preston will be ordained at Christ Church Corning on Sunday.  He will be inducted as Rector, too.  His is the latest model of putting newly ordained clergy in place with a Circle of Support; b) Good Shepherd Savona was very grateful and thankful for our consent to move to parish status.  The first challenge as a parish will be to call new clergy leadership January 1st; c) Saint Paul’s Montour Falls will come under the administration of Saint James’ Watkins Glen.  A convention resolution will dissolve the congregation; d) The South Wedge congregation is petitioning to become an established Episcopal congregation under our Canons: e) a College for Congregational Development will be established soon; f) the Bishop has a nominee for Diocesan Secretary; g) Patricia Blaine has been advanced to Candidacy for ordination as a Deacon; h) Dale VanWormer and Steve Robb have been accepted as Postulants; i) the House of Bishops recently met in Detroit and issued a “Word to the Church’. 

The Standing Committee recommended that the hearing required by Canon 11 for the petition of the South Wedge congregation be held in conjunction with our October 26th meeting.  It was recommended that the neighboring congregations of  Christ Church, Saint Stephen’s, Saint Thomas’, Saint Paul’s, and Two Saints be invited.

The nominee presented by the Bishop to be Convention Secretary is The Revd Deacon Andrea Stridiron.  According to Article V the Secretary is nominated by the Bishop and Standing Committee.  Moved to nominate Deacon Sridiron (Lois)/Seconded (Virginia).  Passed.

The committee thanked the Bishop for keeping us informed regarding Postulants and Candidates for ordination.

The committee discussed our prayerful discernment regarding the nomination of a President for 2016-2017.

The Behavioral Covenant requires us to reflect on each meeting.  Words and phrases used to describe this meeting were: Fine, Good, Glad to be here, Encouraging, Functioning on the same team, Good meeting, and Caliber of leadership is outstanding.
Prayer Requests                                                                                                   Bishop Singh: Repose of the souls of Dr. Nadine Hunter (of the Diocese) and Ben Hollingsworth (a RIT student and nephew of Bishop Hollingsworth of Ohio)                                                                                                Thanksgiving for the call of a Rector at Two Saints, Keith Patterson                Lois: Steve, battling disease (former Warden of Saint Thomas’ Rochester)  Virginia: Tad, in rehab                                                                                       Guest, Canon Johnnie Ross: for parishes in transition                                             Rick: Thanksgiving for the congregations of Angelica and Cuba                 Michael: for the Ordination of Troy Preston as Priest at Christ Church Corning on Sunday

The closing prayer was offered by ​​Leslie.

The meeting was adjourned at 5.58 p.m.
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