The Episcopal Diocese of Rochester

The Standing Committee

24 August 2016
Attendance: Michael Hartney, Richard Hamlin, Christopher Moore, Lois Giess, Virginia Mazzarella, Sarah Peters, Lesley Adams, Marino Fernandez (left the meeting at 5.03 p.m.)                                                                                                          Bishop Singh is on vacation.
Guest: Canon Johnnie Ross was present for the entire meeting at Bishop’s Singh’s request and on his behalf.                                                      

The meeting convened at 4.01 p.m. 

The opening Prayers were offered by Christopher.  

The agenda was approved as distributed Moved (Sarah)/Seconded (Lois)/Passed
The Minutes of June 22, 2016, were approved.  Moved (Lesley)/Seconded (Lois)/ Passed                                                                                                                                                                                                          They will be posted on the Diocesan website.

Consent to the Election of Santosh K. Murray as Bishop Diocesan of Easton. Moved (Marino)/Seconded (Virginia)/Passed

Consent to the Election of José A. McLoughlin as Bishop Diocesan of Western North Carolina.  Moved (Sarah)/Seconded (Marino)/Passed

Update on the Sale of the Diocesan House.  The sale process is moving forward. The Archives are being moved to Saint Peter’s Henrietta.  Some furnishings of Diocesan House are being appraised for value.
Conditional Consent to the Ordination of Troy Preston to the Priesthood.  The President explained the reason for the consideration of our conditional consent.  The committee engaged in a lengthy conversation regarding the ordination process.  It was agreed that this conditional consent does not set a precedent.  The condition is the receipt of the Commission on Ministry statement by the President of the Standing Committee. It was moved to sign the canonical document with the conditional consent that the President will sign it upon receipt of the Commission on Ministry statement.  Moved (Rick)/Seconded (Virginia)/Passed.
Good Shepherd, Savona Mission to Parish Status.  The President reviewed the process which the Chancellor outlined to us in a previous meeting.  The documents from the Chancellor were received. The resolution that was approved in June was circulated for our signatures.  
The Bishop’s written report was received.  The President informed us that the Bishop will participate in our September meeting by telephone.  
Succession as President of the Standing Committee discussion.  The President committed himself for a two-year term which will end at Diocesan Convention 2016.  He would like to end his term in 2017 as a regular member of the Standing Committee.  Members of the committee committed themselves to pray about whom God might be calling to be our next President. 
Process reflections.  1) Our opening prayer needs to be check-in/interactive.  2) The narrative report from the Bishop is important and appreciated.  3) Increasing trust and struggling together is evident.  We experienced that today.  
Prayer Requests

Virginia:  My daughter has had her surgery for a rod in her right leg; a dear friend has diabetes issues which are serious. 
Lois: a parishioner is facing myeloma.

Christopher: Thanksgiving for his daughter’s engagement, upcoming wedding and her new life in Chicago.

Rick: Celebrated his 40th wedding anniversary this past week and enjoyed some reconnection.

Michael: Retirement learning curve since retirement in May.   

The closing prayer was offered by Michael.

The meeting was adjourned at 5.50 p.m.

