EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER

935 EAST AVENUE

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14607
585-473-2977

And 

THE VERA AND IMRE HECHT FOUNDATION INC
And
Journey Publications, LLC.

March 1, 2012
To:
The Rochester and Monroe District Clergy

Selected Other Music Leaders
From:
Karen Noble Hanson

Subject:
Youth Jazz Initiative
We are pleased to write to you on behalf of the Episcopal Diocese of Rochester, the VERA AND IMRE HECHT FOUNDATION INC and the former generous members of St. Matthias’ Episcopal Church, to initiate a City of Rochester Jazz program for urban youth. This will take place just prior to and during the first weekend of the Rochester International Jazz Festival. This is co-sponsored by the Episcopal parishes in Rochester: Ascension Church, Christ Rochester, St. Stephen’s Church, The Church of St. Mark and St. John, and The Church of St. Luke and St. Simon Cyrene. The purpose of this program is to give young musicians the opportunity to receive master classes from professional Jazz Musicians associated with the Metro Connection Jazz Group from Sarasota, Florida during the week prior to the jazz festival and to play at least one of two events with these musicians the first weekend of the Jazz Festival. Students will be expected to be available June 21 to 24, 2012 for master classes as well as for one of two services (St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Rochester at 10:00 a.m. and Christ Church, Rochester at 2:00 P.M) on Sunday June 24th. There is a possibility that there will also be a voluntary “Jazz Jam” at St. Luke and St. Simon Cyrene Church Saturday evening June 23rd.  We are aware that some students will have moving up exercises and/or graduations during those days. We will work with each student who is selected to be certain we do not conflict with their special day.
Students will be drawn from those in grades 10-12, (2012) and from those who may have graduated from High School in 2011 or 2012. We are willing to consider young people who fall outside of these ages, if particularly talented. Graduation from high school in 2012 or 2011 is not required. The following number of young people who play the following instruments will be chosen:
 3 Trumpet players

 3 Trombone players

 3 Sax players

 3 Drums and/or other percussion

 3 Base players (electric or upright)
 3 keyboard players

Each student who participates will receive an honorarium and recognition in appropriate publications. If you know of a high school student or young person we should consider, currently studying music, who has some experience with jazz, is competent on their instrument and can read music and/or follow jazz scores, we would encourage her/or him to apply. Please encourage the young person to complete the enclosed application form, have it signed by an adult responsible for the young person, by a person with knowledge of the student’s musical ability and by the student and submit it to us by March 30, 2012. Applications cannot be accepted after this date. Priority will be given to those recommended through our urban parishes and those who live in the City of Rochester. However, the selection committee will also consider students who attend urban schools, such as the Rochester School of the Arts, even if they live outside of the City and students not currently in school. The student does NOT have to be an Episcopalian. In fact, we want to encourage young people of all faiths to join this unique opportunity. It is our expectation that we will hold auditions at Ascension Church on Saturday April 28 in Rochester. We would encourage them to be prepared to play the most recent music that they have played for a NYSSMA solo fest, if they recently participated. In addition, we will provide each applicant with music to prepare for the audition, however they should currently be playing at least at a level 4 (grade) or above.
Once selected following the auditions, music will be provided to each student. Having a current teacher that can help with the student’s preparation would be a plus. All master classes and rehearsals will take place at Ascension Church (2 Riverside Street, Rochester, New York, 14613).  Applicants will need to have transportation or work with our churches to obtain transportation. 
This opportunity is supported through the generosity of many. What a wonderful gift given by those who care about our young people, especially the Vera and Imre Hecht Foundation, Inc.
Faithfully yours, 

[image: image1.jpg]/fw—. Virtee Bhoriaon)




Karen Noble Hanson

President
Journey Publications, LLC
1448 East Avenue

Rochester, New York 14610
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Canon Dr. Karen Noble Hanson
Chief Investment Officer
Episcopal Diocese of Rochester
935 East Avenue
Rochester, New York 14607
585-473-0903
Email: karen@episcopaldioceseofrochester.org
Website: www.EpiscopalRochester.org

Additional copies of the application form are available on the Diocesan web site.  
www.EpiscopalRochester.org
Guidelines and Application

For
THE VERA AND IMRE HECHT FOUNDATION INC
Urban Youth Jazz Initiative
The Episcopal Diocese of Rochester, in memory of VERA AND IMRE HECHT, and co-sponsored by the Rochester Urban Parishes of the Episcopal Diocese of Rochester and St. Matthias’ Church,  has created an opportunity for young adults living in and/or attending school in the City of Rochester as well as talented musicians recommended by the churches and music professionals. The purpose of this program is to enable up to eighteen youth to participate in master classes with Jazz professionals the week prior to and during the first weekend of the International Jazz Festival (June 21 to 24 ). The selected musicians will also play with these professionals in at least one of two or possibly three events taking place the first weekend of the Rochester International Jazz Festival. This will also serve to bring talented young musicians together and to offer the possibility for further contact with peer musicians.
To be eligible, each applicant must:

· Be a high school student in grades 10-12, as of September 2012 and/or a recent graduate in 2011 or be recommended by music professional for this program.
· Attend an audition scheduled for April 28 at Ascension Church in Rochester (2 Riverside Street, Rochester, New York, 14613). The musician should be playing at a grade 4 or above and if recently prepared a solo for NYSSMA solo fest, be prepared to play it for the audition. In addition, other music will be provided for the audition.
· Be willing to practice music provided to him or her prior to the master classes.
· Be willing to attend all master classes and concerts: June 21, 22, 23 master classes at Ascension Church in Rochester and play at least one of two services on Sunday June 24th. The committee recognizes that some students may have moving up exercises or graduations on June 21-23. Master classes will be scheduled to be sure the student can participate in their special day. 
· Have a recommendation from an adult musician and other qualified adult as to the ability and willingness of the young person to participate in the music classes and concerts.

· Sign that he/she is interested in being selected for this program

2012 APPLICATION FORM

www.EpiscopalRochester.org
THE VERA AND IMRE HECHT FOUNDATION INC
Youth Jazz Initiative

(Please Print)

1. Student Name_______________________________________________________
Social Security No. _____________________Telephone No. ______________________

Address ________________________________________________________________

Phone Number __________________Email Address_____________________________
2.
Name of High School attended or attending

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Adult Parent and/or sponsor
Name_____________________________________________________________

Phone Number _____________________________________________________

Email Address _____________________________________________________

3. What grade did you enter in September, 2012?  __________ ______________________ 

4.
What instrument(s) do you play? (List your primary instrument first):

5.
Are you currently taking lessons?   _____(yes)  _____(no) 

 If yes, who is your teacher? (Name, Phone Number and Email Address)

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

How long have you been playing this instrument?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
6.
Have you played “jazz”? Give an explanation

__________________________________________________________________
7.
Can you read music? Please discuss. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8.
Do you agree to attend all master classes and play in a church service on Sunday June 24?
            Explain. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Below persons agree that the student wishes to be considered for this program and the sponsor/adult agrees to recommend the student and the Music Teacher believes the student is qualified for the program.
Signed: Student





Signed: Adult or Sponsor
 

Print Name________________________


Print Name ______________________

Date:  ____ _______________________


Date: ________________________

Sign:







Sign:

Email Address






Email Address 

Phone Number






Phone Number


Signed: Music Teacher or Person with knowledge of Music Capability

Print Name _______________________

Date: _____________________________
Sign:

Email Address
Phone Number

Return this application to: Journey Publications, LLC. 1448 East Avenue, Rochester, New York 14610 or by email at Knhanson@aol.com. All applications will be acknowledged
Questions: 
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Canon Dr. Karen Noble Hanson
Chief Investment Officer
Episcopal Diocese of Rochester
935 East Avenue
Rochester, New York 14607
585-473-0903
Email: karen@episcopaldioceseofrochester.org
Website: www.EpiscopalRochester.org
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