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Episcopal Diocese of Rochester

Standing Committee Minutes

25 May 2016
Attendance: Michael Hartney (on conference call), Richard Hamlin, Christopher Moore, Lois Giess, Virginia Mazzarella, Lesley Adams, Marino Fernandez.  Bishop Singh attended the entire meeting.                                                               Excused: Sarah Peters                                                                                                     Guests: Todd Rubiano, Chief Financial Missioner; Philip Filieri, Chancellor; Terence Butwid, Diocesan Treasurer; Susan Scanlon, Trustee
The meeting convened at 4.01 pm with members and all guests present.

The opening Prayers were led by Richard, commemorating The Venerable Bede whose feast day is today.  Two hymns, written by Bede, were read.
The agenda was approved, with amendment as to the date of the June meeting, and adding a discussion of the July and August meeting dates to the end of the agenda. MSP

The guests presented the Trustee’s study of the use of the Diocesan House: the history and the present state of the discussion leading to a possible sale of the building.  Questions from all committee members were entertained.  
The Committee discussed the report at length regarding the Diocesan House's sale.  It was moved to table our decision regarding consent to the resolution as put forward by the Trustees, without prejudice, until our June 22nd meeting.  MSP
The guests were thanked and left the meeting.
The Minutes of April 27, 2016, were approved.  MSP                                                                                                                                                                                                          They will be posted on the Diocesan website.
The Behavioral Covenants’ publication was discussed.  They were distributed before Pentecost by email and hard copy.  The presentation to the Deans by Christopher and Michael was received enthusiastically by the Deans.  To date there has been minimal feedback to the Behavioral Covenants.
The Bishop distributed a report and commented on:  a) Virginia Tyler Smith's academic study will be completed by June; b) Lisa Bodenstedt, former Good BookStore manager died very suddenly.  The Bishop has been present with the Saint Thomas' community and will arrange for counseling for the Diocesan staff; c) the Bishop attended the Commencement of CRCDS at Saint Paul's Church Rochester.  He reported that it is public that their property is for sale; d) Jimmie Sue Deppe's installation coming up at Epiphany Gates; e) Virginia Tyler Smith's installation coming up soon at Saint John's Honeoye Falls; f) Troy Preston received an award at the CRCDS commencement for the 'student with the greatest promise' & another Episcopalian (not a Candidate for Holy Orders) received the preaching award; g) Saint Luke's/Saint Simon Cyrene Rochester is close to a call; h) Saint Thomas' Rochester has decided to have an internal search first; i) Eric Thompson continues p/t at Dansville and Canaseraga; j) Good Shepherd Mission Savona is considering becoming a parish; k) Episcopal Parishes of Schuyler County are  working on their profile; l) Diocesan Council has asked Zion Avon to have an audit to clarify parish'/Zion House'/other entities' financial position; m) the diocesan Seeing the Face of God in East Other program is very active, including a witness against gun violence and support of migrant workers; n) South Wedge Mission (Lutheran/Episcopal) has applied for an Episcopal Church (national) grant for a start-up congregation.  They may ask to be admitted as an Episcopal mission congregation at our November convention; o) Julie Cicora is p/t Parish Evangelist at Saint Mark's and Saint John's Rochester.
The committee and Bishop discussed his report and the committee engaged him in supportive conversation.  

Process feedback positive: The discussion with the Trustees was productive and good.  The opening prayer was commended as setting the right tone.                                                                                             Process feedback negative: None    

Prayer Concerns:                                                                                                     Virginia: daughter's final surgery on August 16th (in Baltimore)                       Prince: Jim Bodenstedt's grief/Diocesan Staff/Saint Thomas' Church community                                                                                                          Michael: birth of a granddaughter Alice Leia;                                                         Marino: young people in our society
June 22nd is our next scheduled meeting.                                                                                           The July meeting is scheduled to be cancelled, but members should keep it on their calendars should a meeting be necessary.
The meeting wa​​s closed with prayer by Marino. 

The meeting adjourned at 5.55 pm.

