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Episcopal Diocese of Rochester

The Standing Committee

24 February 2016

Attendance: Michael Hartney, Sarah Peters, Richard Hamlin, Christopher Moore, Lois Giess, Virginia Mazzarella, Lesley Adams.  Bishop Singh attended the entire meeting.   

The meeting convened at 4.03 pm.

The opening Prayer was offered by Virginia.

The agenda was moved as amended to include the Consent for the Election of a Bishop Diocesan in Eastern Oregon.  MSP 

The minutes of January 27, 2016 were moved as amended.  MSP                                  They will be posted on the Diocesan website.

The Consent to the election of a Bishop Coadjutor for the Diocese of Los Angeles was moved.  MSP                                                                                                                      The Consent for the Ordination of the Bishop of Eastern Oregon was moved.  MSP

With the Bishop’s consent (as required by Article VII.1), it was moved to nominate Marino Fernandez of the Church of Saint Luke & Saint Simon Cyrene Rochester to fill the Lay vacancy on the Standing Committee until the November 2016 Diocesan Convention.   MSP

The Bishop shared several pastoral matters related to Diocesan life: a) The Very Revd Deborah Deguid-May has been received as a priest of The Episcopal Church and the Diocese of Rochester from the Province of Southern Africa; b) The Revd Andrew VanBuren, Pastoral Leader at Saint John’s Clifton Springs has been called by its Vestry to be Rector.  Pending approval, his installation will be April 24th; c) Troy Preston, Candidate for Ordination to the Transitional Diaconate, will be named March 1st as Pastoral Leader of Christ Church Corning.  The retired Rector, Charles Tyo, will serve as a Sacramental Leader during Troy’s Diaconate; d) The celebration of Canon Julie Cicora’s ministry will be during an Evensong April 5th at Saint Mark’s and Saint John’s Rochester; e) Seeing the Face of God forums have been announced and published in the e-newsletter; f) Presiding Bishop Curry will visit the Diocese November 3rd through 7th.  He will preach at Evensong at Christ Church Pittsford on November 3rd, keynote a forum on Reconciliation at Saint Michael’s Geneseo on November 4th, preach at our Diocesan Convention November 5th; and preach at Saint Paul’s Rochester on November 6th; g) Tuesday of Holy Week the clergy will renew their ordination vows at Saint Michael’s Geneseo.  The preacher will be the Bishop of Central Tanganyika; h) The April 15-17 Youth Retreat is being planned by an enthusiastic group of young persons.  It will be held at the LeTourneau Christian Center in Rushville; I) Bishop Singh and Bishop Macholz of the ELCA will conduct the Easter Vigil service at the South Wedge Mission in Rochester; j) The Good Friday Cross Walk will be held with increasing ecumenical participation in the City of Rochester; k) The Bishop reported on the status of Grace Church Lyons; l) Each of the new ordinands have an established support group consisting of ordained and lay persons; m) The position of Canon for Mission & Ministry will likely be divided into two positions: a Transitions Officer/Canon to the Ordinary (full time) and a Mission Development person (less than full time).  A search committee will be appointed and recommend two finalists to the Bishop for a hoped for hire by early summer; n) Diocesan congregation vacancies are: EPSC (Schuyler County), the Church of Saint Luke & Saint Simon Cyrene Rochester, and Saint Thomas’ Rochester.  Canon Cicora will continue working with them until March 31st; o) The Bishop will extend the terms of his Deans to coincide with the Diocesan Convention of each Dean’s term; p) The Bishop and Bishop Beckwith of Newark are leading a discernment about writing a Pastoral Letter on Racism for the House of Bishops; q) Presiding Bishop Curry’s health has steadily improved since his hospitalization for a brain hematoma in November; r) The CFO and the Diocesan Treasurer will come to the March Standing Committee to update the committee on the Trustee’s study regarding Diocesan House; s) Rochester radio news reported today that Zion House in Avon for discharged female veterans has hopes to expand its capacity by purchasing a local hotel in Avon.

The Behavioral Covenants as developed in January by the Standing Committee and Bishop Singh were moved.  MSP                                                                             Pending review by the Diocesan Chancellor they will be presented to the Deans, clergy and diocesan leaders.  

A letter of thanks to the Advocates for coming to a meeting with Bishop Singh and us in January is being drafted.

The status and disposition of various documents related to Bishop Burnett’s work with the Standing Committee was discussed.  A concise summary of the work of the Standing Committee leading up to today’s adoption of the Behavioral Covenants will be created for future reference.  

Continued discussion of the role and scope of the Standing Committee’s work will be included in future meetings.

The Commission on Ministry will meet with two Postulants to approve them for Candidacy and one Candidate for Ordination to the Transitional Diaconate on March 19th.  Several members of the Standing Committee agreed to attend the 8.30 am meeting and bring recommendations for our consent/certification to the March meeting.  

Prayer concerns were shared:                                                                                           Richard – his daughter’s illness                                                                                                        Lois – a parishioner of Christ Church, Sarah Collins, RIP                                                                  Michael – deaths of two 95+ y.o. parishioners these past two weeks                  Christopher - healing prayer for Sarah and Gretchen 

The closing prayer was offered by Christopher.

The meeting adjourned at 5.58 pm.

