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Episcopal Diocese of Rochester

Standing Committee Minutes

22 June 2016

Attendance: Michael Hartney (on conference call), Richard Hamlin (on conference call), Christopher Moore, Lois Giess, Virginia Mazzarella, Sarah Peters (on conference call), Leslie Adams.                                                                                         Excused: Marino Fernandez                                                                                                           Bishop Singh attended the entire meeting.                                                                  Guest: Todd Rubiano, CFO                                                                  

The meeting convened at 4:10 pm. 

The opening Prayers were offered as a meditation on a Psalm 146 by Lois.  Members offered their reflections.

The agenda was approved as distributed.

The Minutes of May 25, 2016, were approved.  MSP                                                                                                                                                                                                          They will be posted on the Diocesan website.

A motion to remove from the Table the consideration of the Diocesan House sale. MSP

An update on the Diocesan House sale was provided by CFO Todd Rubiano, who joined the meeting.  Information in the Democrat & Chronicle and on WXXI was noted as factual.  Potential brokers will be assessing the property in the next few weeks.  Some members had conversations with persons in the diocese.  Three district meetings have taken place (@60 delegates).  The initial response has been encouraging.

A resolution:                                                                                                             Whereas, the Trustees of the Episcopal Diocese of Rochester have undertaken and completed a year-long analysis of the use of the property known as Diocesan House, situated at 935 East Avenue, Rochester, NY and,                                         Whereas, the Trustees have resolved to sell Diocesan House, now therefore be it,         Resolved, the Standing Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of Rochester, at its meeting of June 22, 2016, unanimously supports the proposed sale of Diocesan House. MSP

Todd Rubiano, CFO, left the meeting.

Consideration of the petition of Good Shepherd Savona to move from Mission status to Parish.  The Committee discussed the petition.  A motion to have this decision made at Diocesan Convention, rather than by the Standing Committee and Bishop alone, was defeated.  

Whereas, the Standing Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of Rochester has received the canonically-necessary documentation in support of the transition of the Church of the Good Shepherd, Savona, from mission to parish status, and                                     Whereas, the Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Rochester has indicated his consent to the aforementioned transition, now therefore be it,                              Resolved, the Standing Committee, at its meeting of June 22, 2016, in accordance with Diocesan Canon 10.1(e) unanimously approves the transition of the Church of the Good Shepherd, Savona, from mission to parish status. MSP

The Bishop distributed a report and commented on:  a) Interfaith ad appeared in the Rochester newspaper regarding the Orlando massacre; b) the Bishop facilitated a meeting of Rochester interfaith clergy to talk about the issues arising from Orlando massacre [The committee members reflected on their experience of the Orlando massacre.]; c) the Bishop wrote an op-ed piece for the Democrat & Chronicle; d) new Rector to be installed at Epiphany Gates; e) search processes are progressing quite well: Two Saints is close to a call; profile is in progress at Watkins Glen and Catharine; f) the Diocesan Council requested audit of Zion Avon/Zion House is on-going; g) Seeing the Face of God forums are going well.  90 persons attend the Stephanie Spellars presentation at Good Shepherd Webster; h) South Wedge Mission proposal for national Church funding has been submitted; i) Grace Lyons continues in conversation; j) Annual staff reviews and salary adjustments are underway; k) the Bishop will make a quick trip to Chennai in early July as a member of the Anglican Communion Committee on Colleges and Universities, to address the Women’s Christian College there (which is Roja’s alma mater); l) the Bishop is working on an assessment of his ministry; k) Paul Frolich and Sarah are attending a congregational ministry conference in Seattle. 

Sarah commented that the conference that Paul Frolich and she are attending in Seattle is very good and should provide good information for the Diocese. 

Process feedback: No comments were offered.

Prayer Concerns:  

Sarah: son and daughter in law and the birth of a grandchild; Saint George’s parishioner who is going into Hospice.                                                                         Chris: Victims of the Orlando massacre                                                                    Michael: Thanksgiving for the Baptism on June 5th of our newest granddaughter at her great grandmother’s church in the Diocese of Atlanta.                                                          Lois: The Engagement of grandson to be married in 2017                                        Prince: Victims of hate crimes throughout the world.  The upcoming announcement of a new Canon to the Ordinary (August 15th).

There is no July meeting scheduled, but the committee should hold the date open.  The next regular Standing Committee meeting is August 24th.

The meeting wa​​s closed with prayer by Virginia. 

The meeting adjourned at 5.34 pm.

