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The Episcopal Diocese of Rochester

The Standing Committee

26 October 2016

Attendance: Michael Hartney, Richard Hamlin (by conference call), Lois Giess, Virginia Mazzarella, Sarah Peters, Lesley Adams, Christopher Moore, Marino Fernandez                                                                                                   Bishop Singh attended the entire meeting.                                                                                                                                        

The meeting convened at 4.02 p.m.                                                                                  The opening Prayer was offered by Rick on the theme of our personal thanksgivings for our time together as the 2015-2016 Standing Committee, and other personal thanksgivings.  

The agenda was approved as distributed. Moved (Lois)/Seconded (Sarah) Passed.

Minutes of September 28, 2016, were approved.  Moved (Sarah)/Seconded (Virginia) Passed.  [ Note: Christopher abstained as he was absent for the September meeting.]                                                                                                      They will be posted on the Diocesan website. 
Consent to the Election of Carl Wright as Bishop Suffragan for the Armed Forces and Federal Ministries.  Moved (Marino)/Seconded (Rick) Passed.                                                                           
The Behavioral Covenants were discussed as an annual review.                              

The Bishop presented his written report.  He highlighted several items: a) the Ordination of Troy Preston in Corning was outstanding; b) attended farewell celebration for the Bishop of Central New York in Syracuse; c) looking forward to welcoming the Bishop Elect of Central New York, the first female Bishop Diocesan in our Province; d) Keith Patterson will start at Two Saints next Sunday; e) the Presiding Bishop will be here next weekend for Convention and various workshops throughout the Diocese; f) Andrew D’Angio White will move to Kennebunk, Maine, in November; g) working with Grace Lyons in their transition to a mission with the Rural Migrant Ministry continuing; h) South Wedge Mission will present to the Standing Committee today; i) a pastoral matter was shared; j) a clergy retreat is scheduled in 2017; k) Zion Avon is communicating with the Diocese and matters are moving along; l) thanks for dealing with Trinity Geneva and the D House matters today.



South Wedge Mission Establishment.  We were joined by guests to conduct a hearing in accordance with Diocesan Canon 13.3 to discuss the South Wedge Mission.  Guests included: Ruth Ferguson (Christ Rochester), Matthew Nicoloff (South Wedge Mission Pastor), Robert Picken (Saint Paul’s Rochester), the Chancellor, Krista Moore-Levasque and Leslie Burkardt (clergy of Saint Thomas’ Rochester), and Canon Ross.  Matthew Nicoloff presented the mission of the Mission to the “religiously homeless.”  Churches in adjacent congregations voiced their support of the mission of the South Wedge Mission.  The mission desires to be an organized mission in that district of the City of Rochester.  Following the presentation the guests left the meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Trinity, Geneva.  We were joined by the Trustees of the Diocese (in person and by conference call), the Project Developer (Mark McGroarty), members of Trinity Geneva, Todd Rubiano, the Chancellor, and Canon Ross.  The Bishop, as chair of the Trustees, chaired this portion of the meeting. The Reverend Cameron Miller, Priest in Partnership at Trinity Geneva, presented a PowerPoint outlining the process that Trinity Geneva has pursued during this past year.  The Project Developer presented a PowerPoint on the entire project.  A discussion was held between the Standing Committee, the Trustees, the Chancellor, and the Project Developer.  
Resolved, the Standing Committee agrees, subject to further financial input from the Trustees, to the plan as outlined by Trinity Episcopal Church, Geneva and its developer, Mark McGroarty, LLC to convert the physical plant of the Church into an inn and at the same time reserving some space for use by the parish as worship space. Moved (Rick)/Seconded (Sarah) Passed. 

The members of Trinity Geneva and the Project Director left the meeting. 
 D House sale offer.  We were joined by the Trustees (in person and by conference call), Todd Rubiano, the Chancellor, and Canon Ross.  A strong offer has been made that needs to be acted upon as expeditiously as possible.  A discussion was held between members of the Standing Committee and the Trustees. 
Resolved, to approve the sale of the property known as Diocesan House located at 935 East Avenue, in the city of Rochester, County of Monroe, State of New York and to affix the President’s signature to the Certificate of Resolution as prepared by the Diocese in advance of this meeting, which Certificate contains the terms under which the transfer is to take place. Moved (Sarah)/Seconded (Lois) Passed.

The President thanked Leslie and Marino, whose terms end at this meeting, for their service on the Standing Committee.



The closing prayer was offered by Marino.
The meeting was adjourned at 7 p.m.
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